WHAT IS A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN?
What is the Comprehensive Plan 2021?
The Comprehensive Plan 2021 is a 20 to 30-year framework to guide the city’s future,
providing policy and direction related to future growth and redevelopment, transportation,
housing, city services, and other important aspects of the community. The Plan will inform
current and future decision-makers about where we’ve been, where we are today, where we
want to go, and how we intend to get there.

How will the Plan be used?
The Comprehensive Plan will be used every day by a variety of stakeholders to make important
decisions about how to invest in the community and enhance the quality of life in Plano.
For example, residents can use the Plan to see how the city intends to guide growth and
redevelopment in ways that meet their needs and aspirations; land owners can use the Plan
when considering improvements to their property; businesses can use the Plan when deciding to
reinvest or relocate to Plano; and the Plano City Council, Planning & Zoning Commission, and city
staff can use the Plan to make decisions about development proposals and where to best invest
city resources to achieve the community’s vision for the future. More specifically, the Plan is
used by local officials in three primary ways as listed below.
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CITY SERVICES
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ZONING & DEVELOPMENT
REVIEW CONFORMANCE

New city services, programs,
and projects, such as
the Great Update Rebate
program, are often started in
order to implement specific
action statements from the
Comprehensive Plan.

Projects in the Community
Investment Program
(CIP), such as new City
facilities and infrastructure
improvements, are reviewed
annually for consistency with
the Comprehensive Plan.

All zoning change requests,
along with updates to the
Zoning Ordinance and other
development regulations, are
reviewed for conformance
with the Comprehensive Plan.

Why is the Comprehensive Plan needed?
On November 11, 2019, the Plano City Council appointed a 16-member adhoc advisory committee called the Comprehensive Plan Review Committee
(CPRC). The role of the CPRC was to review the city’s Comprehensive Plan
and recommend updates to address community concerns related to four
key topics: Land Use, Transportation, Density, and Growth Management.
They were also to act as advisors and ambassadors of the planning process,
working with the Planning & Zoning Commission (P&Z) to find consensus
among the diverse viewpoints of city residents.
On August 5, 2020, the City Council repealed the previous Comprehensive
Plan and adopted an “Interim Plan” to serve as a temporary replacement
until the CPRC and P&Z could complete their work. The Interim Plan was
based on the city’s comprehensive plan from 1986, including subsequent
updates through 2012. Although this Plan had previously served the city
well for many years, its goals and policies were rooted in the days of Plano’s
rapid growth and were not well-suited for the challenges of a mature and
mostly developed city as Plano is today.
After more than 18 months, the CPRC and P&Z completed their work,
resulting in the Comprehensive Plan 2021. Much of this new Plan may
look familiar, as aspects of the previous Comprehensive Plan outside the
four topic areas assigned by City Council, such as policies related to the
environment, social services, and the economy, remain largely unchanged.
However, significant changes were made to many of the most impactful
parts of the Plan, and important new content was created, including a set
of Guiding Principles, a Redevelopment & Growth Management Policy, and
Future Land Use Dashboards.
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